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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 

 
 

 All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . Exam iners must  mark the first  

candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the last .  
 

 Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for 

what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions. 
 

 Exam iners should mark according to the m ark schem e not  according to their 

percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie. 
 

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All marks on the mark scheme should be 

used appropriately. 
 

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners 

should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 

scheme. Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark scheme. 
 

 Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes will provide the principles by 

which marks will be awarded and exemplificat ion may be lim ited. 
 

 When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to a 

candidate’s response, the team leader must  be consulted. 
 

 Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it  with 

an alternat ive response. 
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SECTI ON A:  Read in g  

 

Tex t  On e 

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing 

and interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives.  

Mar k  

1  One m ark for any on e  of the following:  

 feel the wall against  your face/  pressing up on 

your back 

 creatures m ight  jum p in your face 

 rest r icted space 

 harness pulling t ight  (around thighs)  

 left  hand burning 

 gripping rope too hard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( 1 )  

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing 

and interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives.  

Mar k  

2  One m ark for any on e  of the following:  

 underground 

 ended in a thwack 

 stopper prevents you banging into anything 

 spinning in the air  

 she scream ed to scare others 

 
 

 

 

 

 ( 1 )  
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Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

3  Reward responses that  dem onst rate how the writer presents her 

adventure act ivit ies. 

 

Responses m ay include:  

 

 the use of direct  speech at  the beginning creates a sense of 

realism  

 the account  is in the first  person which helps the reader to 

engage with a real experience 

 the nam e of the com pany:  ‘Black Abyss Tours’ suggests 

that  it  m ight  be fr ightening 

 the descript ion of the at t itude of the guides:  ‘reassuring’, 

‘fair ly confident ’,  and of how the writer feels ‘safe in their  

hands’ suggests it  is relat ively r isk- free 

 the writer ’s react ion at  the end of the abseil:  ‘j ust  wanted to 

go back and do it  again’ suggests it  was enjoyable 

 the use of sub-headings indicates the stages of the 

adventure and adds to the dram a 

 the descript ion of the zip line experience:  ‘ended in a 

thwack’ (onom atopoeia)  suggests it  m ight  be painful 

 this is dispelled by ‘spinning in the air ’ 

 the use of alliterat ion and onom atopoeia:  ‘I  scream ed and 

squealed to scare’ em phasises her engagem ent  with the 

act ivity 

 the pleasant  descript ion of the experience in the caves:  

‘adm ir ing the glow worm s’, ‘We glided along’, ‘we’d cruised 

around’ 

 the descript ion of the final challenge:  ‘water was 

pum m elling’, ‘m y legs were r idiculously t ired’, ‘They were 

weak’, ‘finish m e off’ 

 it  ends on a posit ive note:  ‘rem inisced about  our awesom e 

day’, ‘Definitely an experience to rem em ber’. 

 

Reward all valid points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( 1 0 )  
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Qu est ion  3  

Lev el   Mar k   AO2  Understand and analyse how writers use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to achieve their  effects. 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial.  

 Lev el  1  1-2   Basic ident ificat ion and lit t le understanding of the 

language and/ or st ructure used by writers to achieve 

effects. 

 The use of references is lim ited. 

Lev el  2   3–4  Som e understanding of and com m ent  on language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary. 

 The select ion of references is valid, but  not  developed. 

Lev el  3   5–6  Clear understanding and explanat ion of language and 

st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary and 

sentence st ructure. 

 The select ion of references is appropriate and relevant  

to the points being m ade.  

Lev el  4   7–8  Thorough understanding and explorat ion of language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

st ructure and other language features. 

 The select ion of references is detailed, appropriate 

and fully supports the points being m ade.  

Lev el  5  9–10  Percept ive understanding and analysis of language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

st ructure and other language features. 

 The select ion of references is discr im inat ing and 

clar ifies the points being m ade. 
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Tex t  Tw o  

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing 

and interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives.  

Mar k  

4  One m ark for any on e  of the following:  

 it  was black 

 it  was enorm ous 

 it  seem ed very stable 

 it  was too big 

 it  was too solid 

 it  was like a float ing car park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ( 1 )  

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing 

and interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives.  

Mar k  

5  One m ark each for any t w o  of the following:  

 the rubber surface under her began to r ipple 

 the spray cam e in upon them  

 the rapids were actual after all 

 som e dut iful thr illed noises from  the other 

passengers 

 som e genuine noises, less thr illed 

 the raft  t ipping into a deeper t rough 

 the foam ing wall of water rose above them  

 the raft  buckled across the m iddle/ front  half 

snapped towards the back 

 the people in the front  row shot  backwards 

 the people at  the back were in a heap at  the 

bot tom  (of the V)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ( 2 )  
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Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

An sw er  Mar k  

6  Reward responses that  dem onst rate how the writer describes what  

Em m a experiences. 

 

Responses m ay include:  

 

 the use of a dram at ic opening:  ‘Em m a had an ext rem ely 

narrow escape’ 

 the repet it ion of ‘accident ’ 

 the use of a short  sentence:  ‘Em m a said yes at  once.’ This 

suggests she is adventurous 

 the descript ion of the raft :  ‘enorm ous’, ‘very stable’ suggests 

it  is safe although ‘black’ m ight  have negat ive connotat ions 

 the descript ions of Em m a’s feelings:  ‘slight ly let  down’ again 

suggests she is adventurous 

 the init ial descript ion of the m ovem ent  of the raft :  ‘r ipple’, 

‘large waves of cont ract ion’, ‘like a giant  throat  swallowing’ 

(sim ile)  creates a vivid picture 

 the use of ‘like cake icing’ (sim ile)  suggests the cont rast  with 

the reality 

 the descript ion of what  happens to the raft :  ‘t ipping down 

into a t rough’, ‘foam ing wall of water ’ (alliterat ion) , ‘buckled’, 

‘snapping’,  ‘like the beak of a bird closing’ (sim ile)  suggests 

the violence of the accident  

 this is em phasised by what  happens to the people in the raft :  

‘shot  backwards’, ‘j um bling in a heap’, ‘now subm erging’ 

 the descript ion of what  init ially happens to Em m a:  ‘under 

water ’,  ‘f lung clear’,  ‘hold her breath’, ‘st ruggle’, ‘gasped’, 

‘sucked under’ 

 what  subsequent ly happens to Em m a:  ‘Em m a fought  it ’,  

‘filled alm ost  to burst ing’, ‘collided’, ‘was bruised and 

scraped’ suggests the violence of the accident  

 the descript ion of how she survives:  ‘propelled herself’,  

‘dragged herself’,  ‘shoes were gone’, ‘torn off’ 

 the descript ion of her injur ies:  ‘m ust  have been cut ’,  ‘lum p 

on the side of her forehead’, ‘she didn’t  not ice any of this’ 

 the descript ion of the after-effects:  ‘subsequent  belief that  

she was invulnerable’, ‘nothing could touch her’, ‘a bubble of 

charm ed air ’ (m etaphor) , ‘shim m ering around her like m ist ’ 

( sim ile)  

 

Reward all valid points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( 1 0 )  
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Qu est ion  6  

Lev el   Mar k   AO2  Understand and analyse how writers use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to achieve their  effects. 

  0 No rewardable m ater ial.  

 Lev el  1  1-2   Basic ident ificat ion and lit t le understanding of the 

language and/ or st ructure used by writers to achieve 

effects. 

 The use of references is lim ited. 

Lev el  2   3–4  Som e understanding of and com m ent  on language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary. 

 The select ion of references is valid, but  not  developed. 

Lev el  3   5–6  Clear understanding and explanat ion of language and 

st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary and 

sentence st ructure. 

 The select ion of references is appropriate and relevant  

to the points being m ade.  

Lev el  4   7–8  Thorough understanding and explorat ion of language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

st ructure and other language features. 

 The select ion of references is detailed, appropriate 

and fully supports the points being m ade.  

Lev el  5  9–10  Percept ive understanding and analysis of language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

st ructure and other language features. 

 The select ion of references is discr im inat ing and 

clar ifies the points being m ade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bot h  Tex t s 
 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er   

I n d icat iv e con t en t   

7   Responses m ay include the following points:  

 

Tex t  On e 

 conveys the experience as safe and planned from  the start :  ‘m y 

guide’, ‘as inst ructed’, ‘loads of experience’, ‘did a lit t le pract ice’ 

 details of the act ivit ies:  ‘abseil  down a t ight  gap going 

underground’, ‘stepping off a plat form  into a 40 m et re drop’, ‘it  was 

underground and ended in a thwack’,  ‘the edge of a 3 m et re drop 

into water’,  ‘clim b out  of two waterfalls freestyle’ 

 captures the excitem ent  the writer feels:  ‘I  decided...do it  again’, ‘I  

scream ed and squealed’, ‘I  toughened up and went  for it ’ 

 she conveys how the experience felt  in detail:  ‘pulling t ight ’,  ‘hand 

was burning’, ‘walls were slippery’, ‘spinning in the air ’,  ‘cruised 

around’, ‘dived down slides’, ‘water was pum m elling’ 

 it  ends up on a posit ive note:  ‘awesom e’, ‘Definitely an experience 

to rem em ber.’ 

Gen er a l  p o in t s can d id at es m ay  m ak e on  t h e w h o le o f  Tex t  On e 

 first -person account  helps to engage the reader 

 use of slight ly inform al style:  ‘I  was ready for act ion’,  ‘Good enough 

odds for m e’, ‘I …went  for it ’,  ‘would finish m e off’,  ‘I  m ade it  out ’ 

lightens the text  

 the use of posit ive language conveys the writer ’s enjoym ent . 

 

Tex t  Tw o  

 starts off em phasising the danger:  ‘an ext rem ely narrow escape’, 

‘I t  was a freak accident ’ 

 suggests the act ivity will be safe:  ‘it  was perfect ly safe’, ‘Em m a 

began to feel slight ly let  down’,  ‘The raft  was too big, too solid’ 

 captures the dangers Em m a faced:  ‘it  buckled across the m iddle’, 

‘front  half snapping towards the back’, ‘shot  backwards over the 

heads of the rest ’,  ‘j um bling in a heap’ 

 focuses on the near-death experience Em m a has:  ‘she was under 

water’,  ‘st ruggle towards the surface’, ‘was sucked under’, ‘Em m a 

fought  it ’,  ‘collided’, ‘bruised and scraped’ 

 the detail about  Em m a’s react ions to the accident :  ‘her st rong 

subsequent  belief that  she was invulnerable’, ‘nothing could touch 

her’, ‘she walked in a bubble of charm ed air ’  

 it  ends on a posit ive note. 

Gen er a l  p o in t s can d id at es m ay  m ak e on  t h e w h o le o f  Tex t  Tw o  

 a fict ional text  

 it  is narrat ive 

 it  includes the character ’s thoughts and feelings 

 the cont rast  with the negat ive beginning and posit ive react ions at  

the end 

Po in t s o f  com p ar ison  

 Text  One is enthusiast ic/ Text  Two is fr ightening 

 Text  One is inform at ive/ Text  Two is narrat ive 

 Text  One is a real- life personal experience/ Text  Two uses 



 

descript ion and fict ional characters 

 Text  One is about  several act ivit ies / Text  Two is about  one act ivity  

 both texts describe thr illing act ivit ies 

 both texts m ent ion individuals’ react ions to the experiences 

 both texts clearly convey writers’ ideas, experiences and 

perspect ives. 

 

Reward all valid points.  

 

 

Qu est ion  7  

Lev el  Mar k  AO3  Explore links and connect ions between writers’ ideas and 

perspect ives, as well as how these are conveyed. 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1-3  The response does not  com pare the texts. 

 Descript ion of writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including 

them e, language and/ or st ructure. 

 The use of references is lim ited.  

Lev el  2   4–6  The response considers obvious com parisons between the

texts. 

 Com m ent  on writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including 

them e, language and/ or st ructure. 

 The select ion of references is valid, but  not  developed. 

NB:  can d id at es w h o  h av e con sider ed  on ly  ONE t ex t  m ay  on ly  
ach iev e a m ar k  u p  t o  t h e t op  o f  Lev el  2  

Lev el  3   7-9   The response considers a range of com parisons between the

texts. 

 Explanat ion of writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including 

them e, language and/ or st ructure. 

 The select ion of references is appropriate and relevant  to 

the points being m ade. 

Lev el  4  10–12  The response considers a wide range of com parisons

between the texts. 

 Explorat ion of writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including how 

them e, language and/ or st ructure are used across the texts. 

 References are balanced across both texts and fully support  

the points being m ade. 

Lev el  5  13–15  The response considers a varied and com prehensive range

of com parisons between the texts. 

 Analysis of writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including how 
them e, language and/ or st ructure are used across the texts. 

 References are balanced across both texts;  they are 

discr im inat ing and fully support  the points being m ade. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SECTI ON B:  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er   

I n d icat iv e con t en t   

8   A suitable register for a talk to peers should be adopted. 

Candidates should address all areas. The following are som e points that  

candidates m ay m ake but  there are other possibilit ies.  

 

Som e candidates m ay interpret  the task m ore widely and use other 

exam ples than those m ent ioned in the passages. 

 

Th e d i f f er en t  t y p es o f  ad v en t u r e act i v i t ies:   

 raft ing 

 abseiling 

 explor ing underground 

 zip lining 

 j um ping from  height  into water 

 f loat ing through caves 

 explor ing in the dark 

 clim bing waterfalls 

 

Th e p osi t i v e ex p er ien ces:  

 can be excit ing 

 can be exhilarat ing 

 can be interest ing 

 discovering how st rong you are 

 discovering that  you can survive 

 discovering that  you can do act ivit ies you thought  you could not  

 discovering that  you enjoy thr ills 

 discovering that  you can push yourself to the lim its 

 discovering what  you are capable of 

 

Th e u n p leasan t  ex p er ien ces:  

 being injured 

 can be fr ightening 

 can be painful 

 can be challenging 

 can be exhaust ing 

 can be difficult  

 can be dangerous 

 can be life- threatening 

 

Reward all valid points. 

 



 

 

Qu est ion  8  

Lev el  Mar k  AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing and 

interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives.  

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1-2  Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is

lim ited. 

 I ncludes a sm all num ber of points with som e relevance. 

 Dem onst rates a lim ited abilit y to locate and ret r ieve 

inform at ion and ideas. 

Lev el  2   3–4  Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is valid,

but  not  developed. 

 Gives som e relevant  points. 

 Brings in som e relevant  inform at ion and ideas. 

Lev el  3   5-6  Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is

appropriate and relevant  to the points being m ade. 

 Offers a reasonable num ber of relevant  points. 

 Shows secure appreciat ion of inform at ion and ideas. 

Lev el  4  7–8  Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is

appropriate, detailed and fully supports the points being 

m ade. 

 Offers a good num ber of relevant  points. 

 Makes well- focused com m ents about  inform at ion and ideas. 

Lev el  5  9–10  Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is apt

and is persuasive in clar ifying the points being m ade. 

 Offers a wide range of relevant  points. 

 Presents well- focused com m ents with percept ive references 

to inform at ion and ideas. 

 



 

 

Qu est ion  8  

Lev el  Mar k  AO4  Com m unicate effect ively and im aginat ively, adapt ing form , tone 

and register of writ ing for specific purposes and audiences. 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1-2  Com m unicat ion is at  a basic level, and lim ited in clar ity.

 Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the writ ing and the 
intended reader. 

 Lit t le awareness of form , tone and register. 

Lev el  2   3–4  Com m unicates in a broadly appropriate way. 

 Shows som e grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

 Straight forward use of form , tone and register.  

Lev el  3   5-7  Com m unicates clearly.

 Shows a clear sense of purpose and understanding of the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

 Appropriate use of form , tone and register. 

Lev el  4  8–10  Com m unicates successfully.

 A secure realisat ion of purpose and the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

 Effect ive use of form , tone and register.  

Lev el  5  11–12  Com m unicat ion is percept ive and subt le. 

 Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

 Sophist icated cont rol of form , tone and register. 

 



 

 

Qu est ion  8   

Lev el  Mar k  AO5  Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence 

st ructures, with appropriate paragraphing and accurate spelling, 

gram m ar and punctuat ion. 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1–2  Expresses inform at ion and ideas, with lim ited use of 
st ructural and gram m at ical features. 

 Uses basic vocabulary, often m isspelt . 

 Uses punctuat ion with basic cont rol,  creat ing undeveloped, 
often repet it ive, sentence st ructures. 

Lev el  2  3–4  Expresses and orders inform at ion and ideas;  uses 
paragraphs and a range of st ructural and gram m at ical 
features. 

 Uses som e correct ly spelt  vocabulary, e.g. words with regular 
pat terns such as prefixes, suffixes, double consonants. 

 Uses punctuat ion with som e cont rol,  creat ing a range of 
sentence st ructures, including coordinat ion and subordinat ion. 

Lev el  3  5-6  Develops and m anages appropriate inform at ion and ideas 
using st ructural and gram m at ical features deliberately with 
accurate paragraphing 

 Uses a varied and select ive vocabulary, including words with 
irregular pat terns, with occasional spelling errors 

 Uses a range of accurate and varied punctuat ion for clar ity, 
adapt ing sentence st ructures for effect .  

Lev el  4  7-8  Manipulates com plex ideas, ut ilising a range of st ructural 
and gram m at ical features to support  coherence and 
cohesion. 

 Uses extensive vocabulary st rategically;  rare spelling errors 
do not  det ract  from  overall m eaning. 

 Punctuates writ ing with accuracy to aid em phasis and precision, 

using a range of sentence st ructures accurately and select ively 

to achieve part icular effects. 

 



 

SECTI ON C:  W r i t in g  

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  

9  As no audience is specified, the exam iner is assum ed to be the 

audience. 

 

Candidates are free to agree or disagree with the statem ent  and m ay 

present  a variety of argum ents. 

 

Content  m ay include references to:  som e people m ay prefer to be 

careful;  som e people are not  very adventurous by nature;  som e people 

are over-caut ious;  som e people see danger where really there is none;  

being safe is rather a boring approach to life;  one should face every 

challenge head on. 

 

Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  

1 0  No indicat ive content  can be specified, since candidates m ay choose to 

interpret  the t it le as they wish. 

 

Candidates should be rewarded for such qualit ies as a sense of dram a, 

vivid descript ion, excitem ent  or suspense. 

 

NB:  Explicit  reference to the t it le m ay not  be m ent ioned unt il the end of 

the story. 

 

Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 

 

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  

1 1  Candidates m ay choose a range of excit ing t im es which m ay be real 

or im aginary. Answers m ay include descript ions of what  happened;  

why it  was part icular ly excit ing;  thoughts, feelings and react ions to 

the excitem ent . 

 

Candidates should be rewarded for their  powers to evoke a sense 

of the excit ing t im e and the writer ’s enjoym ent, using effect ive 

vocabulary. 
 
Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 

 



 

 

Qu est ion s 9 , 1 0  an d  1 1  

Lev el  Mar k  AO4  Com m unicate effect ively and im aginat ively, adapt ing form , tone 

and register of writ ing for specific purposes and audiences. 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1-4  Com m unicat ion is at  a basic level, and lim ited in clar ity.

 Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the writ ing and the 
intended reader. 

 Lit t le awareness of form , tone and register. 

Lev el  2   5–8  Com m unicates in a broadly appropriate way. 

 Shows som e grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

 Straight forward use of form , tone and register.  

Lev el  3   9-12  Com m unicates clearly.

 Shows a clear sense of purpose and understanding of the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

 Appropriate use of form , tone and register. 

Lev el  4  13–16  Com m unicates successfully.

 A secure realisat ion of purpose and the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

 Effect ive use of form , tone and register.  

Lev el  5  17–20  Com m unicat ion is percept ive and subt le. 

 Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

 Sophist icated cont rol of form , tone and register.  

 



 

 

Qu est ion s 9 , 1 0  an d  1 1  

Lev el  Mar k  AO5 :  Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence 

st ructures, with appropriate paragraphing and accurate 

spelling, gram m ar and punctuat ion.  

 0 No rewardable m ater ial 

Lev el  1   1-2  Expresses inform at ion and ideas, with lim ited use of 
st ructural and gram m at ical features. 

 Uses basic vocabulary, often m isspelt .  

 Uses punctuat ion with basic cont rol, creat ing undeveloped, 
often repet it ive, sentence st ructures. 

Lev el  2   3–4  Expresses and orders inform at ion and ideas;  uses 
paragraphs and a range of st ructural and gram m at ical 
features. 

 Uses som e correct ly spelt  vocabulary, e.g. words with 
regular pat terns such as prefixes, suffixes, double 
consonants. 

 Uses punctuat ion with som e cont rol, creat ing a range of 

sentence st ructures, including coordinat ion and 
subordinat ion. 

Lev el  3   5-6  Develops and connects appropriate inform at ion and ideas;

st ructural and gram m at ical features and paragraphing 
m ake the m eaning clear. 

 Uses a varied vocabulary and spells words containing 
irregular pat terns correct ly.  

 Uses accurate and varied punctuat ion, adapt ing sentence 
st ructures as appropriate. 

Lev el  4  7–8  Manages inform at ion and ideas, with st ructural and

gram m at ical features used cohesively and deliberately 
across the text .  

 Uses a wide, select ive vocabulary with only occasional 
spelling errors. 

 Posit ions a range of punctuat ion for clar ity,  m anaging 
sentence st ructures for deliberate effect .  

Lev el  5  9–10  Manipulates com plex ideas, ut ilising a range of st ructural 
and gram m at ical features to support  coherence and 
cohesion. 

 Uses extensive vocabulary st rategically;  rare spelling 
errors do not  det ract  from  overall m eaning. 

 Punctuates writ ing with accuracy to aid em phasis and 
precision, using a range of sentence st ructures accurately 
and select ively to achieve part icular effects. 
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